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Hie Publishes, to the 
READER. 

THE Excellency of the follomng Dijcowtfe^ 
mid it* A^eabUpeft to ^bat . which if 
alreaefy etctMi ef^.^M^ Re-read Author* t^ 
would no dmbt be fufficient to ftttjfy the hfqifi' 
fitiwy $ha*thif wa/kfiovn trodt^SUofiy nviv 
there no other Aoaomi gwenofitw - 

Tet for farther f^isfa^ion, the Reader my 
fkafe to (poWy that the-. Feirfin fr^m whom i 
bod the Copyt bath had it feveral Teatt by 
bintf md ajfures me the i^thor, g4m ft to 
a FrtendofkfSy who defred H of hiiti after his 
had heard him preach it ; and t have Jo good 
Antbority for the Truth of it, at ieavte no 
doubt of its being genuine^ which t hope Vi9 
apoiogi%e to the Relations of the Learned dw 
tkors for my Publication of it, efpecially con- 
fidering how conducive fuch a Pra&ical Dif 
lourfe will be to the benefit of the Publicly. 
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tJ(m> the End of the Commandment 
is Qharity, . „■.,.<■ :.'... s 



I 



^HE Colpd attbe firO:' *as pub)ini«l 
.with &icb deir DetnonOrations 'of 
ths, Spirit, and. flowtfBf God', thSf 
Multitu^!^:^'S<€ha'iid'Natf(^ili 
r wsrc coiiftraio'd ttrtie ididowltdgl- 
m^nt of its Truth;; many of whbtnj' like Simnir 
Magutt remain'd ftill in the Gall of Bitt^mefs,. ancd 
Bonds of Iniquity : They could not oppbfe thc.Di- 
vinieAWiacity oE tbdDbaf!li«,ia(ia'fit**^Tin- 
wMHogto ):eBga.«ipihel»;WwWiy Mt^elts to the 
Pfl^iic^j^ theni:4.'&o«ti4beB<»lpr<icea]i:'dtUe firft 
depraving of Chriftianity. Such Men would inake 
it a mecr Speculai t 

iffijrd?*} M»i«!r.«< ! 

itHpqt.th^ifeilfaii I 

Jemjij and Heath i 

tijpie JJoajSneK* 

ppfe (QiabolifluJl ! 

comsaiy .Pfioeipli > 

witlSffsa^ttpoBrtl 

&1)« JiltkiJaEth I 

corrupted Judaifn 

dies. Thus fome of the Di&iples and Inftruments 
B of 
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of the Devil obftrudied the efficacy of the Gofpel 
more by profeffingit, than the reft that were open 
Enemies, could by thePerfecution of it ^ of which 
malicious Praftice St Paul warns Timothy in the be* 
ginning of this Chapter, 'and commands him toufe 
his Authority for the Prefervaiion of the Evange- 
lical Doftrinepure and intire, to charge foroe fjm^ 
i7ft^S^(7^Afrir, that they preach no other Do* 
ftrine, F.^. not to give heed to Fables and end lefs 
Genealogies, which miniver ^e^ions rather^ thdm 
edifying^ vfhich is in Faitb^ V. 4. And he fumifties- 

him with a plain Argument tn the Text for the cone 
fiitation of all fuch Teachers^ taken from the main 
End and Defign of the GofpeL (for that muft.be the 
jkleantng of the mi^Yi^J^ or* Commandment) 
which End. was( ao( 4dy fubiioie Speculation, much 
lefs vaiirand. impertinent Jflugling, but the (ihcere 
Love of God, and of one znoihttiFartheEndof, 
the CMfmandment is Cbaritj^i 

We ^e^ enquire^ Ho fartbei> itilo tbe G6ntext v 
for the Words areanistitise I^qpo6tioiij whtchmay 
Be ezplaiD^4: !»q4 proved by tliefe. twb Gon^era^ 
lions. 



I« Of theN9ti;fj^}«P,the([^ 

: ., p^I, aq4 ihQw ^1 • Means it is ta beget the- 
Habited Qra^e ^ Charity; ' 

It Of th^ Nanirif of Charity; bow fit^ ^nd wor- 
thy this is to be the End of tbe Commandmene 
orGofpel ) each of which fnigly^ but ^(JP^ 
ci$ily both t^^th^r; will abundat^y> confirftf 
(he Pf opbfitipfi in the Text, that Chatity likhi& 
Cnd o£ ^ CoQUDaodmeiu. ' 

• To- 






of Chrip;ianity^ on i Tim. 1 . 5 3 

To begin with the Confidieraricm of the Nature 
of the Coqjmandment, and bow apt.a.tneans it b 
to beget the Habit and Grace of Charity: And 
that I may not exceed in fo copious an Argument, 
1 will prove briefly cbefe Three CQiiclufions. 

I . That by the Keprefentations in th^ ppfpel of 
the Divine Nature and Attributes^, .we a^e K)o(l ef*; 
feftually perfuaded and aflided to the Love Qf God. 

a. That by Life and Immortality^ which the Gof- 
pel brought fo light, and projpofed , tp.M^nkind, as 
their chief Gob4 and laft End, the gr?it ()|bftcu-^ 
dions of Charity jimopg Me^ atjerr^moy^cL. , .;]; , , 

3. That by all the Precepts and Inftitutions of 
the Gofpel, we are either affiled in the Acquifition 
of this Grace of Charity,: or, dii!e(9;ed; to. (bofi?. Adi* 
ons,' which are the tnoft gcouijUt a^l'^nper^ Ex* : 
pr^ffionsof it. , , . 






1. Firft, that by tbp R.6prerQQ(9tipnr in the Gor- 
pel of the Divine Nature and 4^"^t^S> ^^ ^^^ 
mpfl; effectually perr|;a^^4^fai)4aifi|l^ltO(.tbe.JU)ve 

of God. ,..■, \. -i .;-:-•■. /r-y": i.:/'. M:-^'.'; ;,..' 

Our Affections 4r^jnoi,rd4^9ur;9vi^4i<|K^» « 
to determine, them to what we will: Oor Love » 

and Hatred, Hope and Fear^ are fo by Nature di- 

refted to their proper Objcfts,, that it .is npt in our 

power to love EvD, ,6r hate Cpod, to fear Happi- . 

nefs, of hope for. 'a Calamity^, and tlwreforc 

we are commandeaVo love GoA/withall our hearts, 

the Knowledge of his Goodiiefs is neceffary, orelfe 

the Objeft ard Caufe of Love is taken away, and the 

pomrtiand will be found impoffible to be obeyed. 
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Wherefore the Foundation of this excellent Ver- 
tue mnft neceflirily be laid in fuch a Belief concern. 
ing God, as may make' him the proper Objeftof 
our Love. ' 

And accordingly we have him defcribed in this 
Commandment Si-a Lover of 'Souls,' as preventing 
us with bis Grace, a 
fits, » (ult Bf ' Pity a 
Geodhtfs aWdTrnil 
to Repentance bymu 
ancei (low to Ange 
vidi^g ^'Ran'foni an 
to^si '^e -TotgiWne 
the Affair^ bnJ&iS 
tithe MieBi'df't&e 
the WicKSf, thai thi 
to tohie.: 'If 'after ? 
los^ead'vttilKirri' 
vifible and incompre 
tive Conceptions of 
ofiliiht bjrNt^itim 
of nnderffiri'diW:'}! 

becaufe our Imaginat 
OM i*aiii«)'«aH' 
of(helB«f^tb'^liii 
help Our'Irifirfiiit^' 
in theFliOl' ■and i\ 
his filofy,: ttSdVii 
the Father, fbrtW'' 

of the 'Divine Gcwaneis'wasexpoied to vtew in the . 
Man Chrift jefuSi' arid we arefurnifhed with an Ob- . 
ieftof Love and Adoration 'futable to our Tvlature, 
-. ^■;j:':-^i;.i .i"! '■ ■■ 'where' 
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y^ere our Iffnagination hath room and fcope ejiough, 
without, bordering upon Idolatry, to excite and 
raife our dull Minds, by reprefenting to us the Son 
of God as a M^n of Sorrows, and acquainted with 
Griefs, as crucified before our Eyes j as bearing the 
Chaftiliewent of owr Peace, that .by his Stripes we 
qii^ht b|3: ^e^ed h ^^ demon ftratang in all his Ani- 
ons a i^o(^ gracious and merciful Difpolition, an 
opweafi^d Diligence in doing good, and procuring 
th^ Happipfefs and Salyadonof Men. That great 
Gl^ligatiofif 10 the, Love of G6d, arifing from the 
knpiw^edf^pf bis Nature, are the peculiar Bleffihgs 
of tb^j GoCpel, our Savioac hinifelf teacbetfa : No 
Mm k^owpfb.tbe Father. but the Son, and be to whom 
tU So% h^tknv9dkd him* l con&fs the Reafoii of 
Men awaWnM.bf (eiibus! Confideration, arid nor - 
pcrveirt©^ iy. Prejudicecfffalfe Religk>n, may arrive ' 
a^;ftropg;<?qflje!aure8iof theGoodnefs o*:Odd';^but 
the coi^dering part of Mankind is very fmall, and 
b^w^ far (bort the Belief of God's Goodnefe falls oC'. 
tli<(»piy?t.fal..»do«(kdie.ofc'fiifrlfeVfi^ 'stmji Pbv^tff,' 

vtte may,be infpwned by the Hiftdries<tf illTQatiopV 
a^ RieJigiopSe > T^ iftoi/iJde ■ tbiiigs */ Oddnri fiett'^ 
tijdfMfittihjJh'>thviigt'thdt MU-ntade^ i.H* hiseter-' 
ns^- Power and Obdhead :• The Hedvems declare the- 
Qlqrf of God, and the Firmamtent fieweth hie Hkndj^^ . 
wc^] -Bqt this Knowledge of Almighty Pdw^etandn 
SQf^faignr^y is.-.apt to produce Reverence arid F^a^.^ 
o'piy, and iD^y Itetve Men. in a fatal Doiibtfulneft of- 
God!? Mercy, and the Gbodnefe of his Nature 5 
wbi<fh is the onjy accounr to be given of many criu.cl' 
Supj^rftitipus-Kkes^tmrnofttoall Nations."^ Whiy-^ 
did the Pri^fti of, £UflZdJi their Flefti, and the Ido- • 

latront • 
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latrous Jews pafs their Children through the Rreto' 
Moloch^ and the Romms, inftrufted fromthefiooks 
of thtSyhilsy bury two Grtf^A./ and two (5^;^// alive 
after the Battle of Cann£^ and the CartbuginiMs fa* 
crifice the Flo.wer of their Noble Youth when their 
City was befieged;? Why 'do the Mabemeun Priefts 
(and that of the moft cfteemcd Order) galh and 
gore themfelves, and the Votaries of Mecca burn 
their Eyes out, and the wild IndUnt^ and fome 
barbarous Nations o£ America^ offer up daily Sacn- 
fices of Men (tiot their Enemies, but their Neigh- 
bours and Children) and make their Altars reek 
every Morning With Human Blood, and furniCh 
their Shambles out of the Temple wirti Man's Flcfli ? 
Why do fome Chriftians (who «have adopted too 
many of the Heathen Superftitions into the Family 
of Chrift) macerate and torment themfelves, mor- 
tify the.Flclh, not in the moral, but in the Hteral 
fenfe, and thisnotasaDifciplineonly, and thereby, 
to psovern with more advantage their Appetites and 
PaifioQS (for thii Reafon and Experience will allow 
to be an approved Vfcthod of Vertue) but for meer 
Satisfaction to God, with which he is pleafed fbr 
its own fake, without any further delign^ and there- 
fore will remit no part of this Debt of Pain and 
Sorrow which we owe him, but it muft be paid 
here, or with great Ufury atid Increafe in Purgato- 
ry.? How come many fincere and honeft Minds, 
difpofed to all Vertue^ but abufed with wretched 
Impoftures, to be affrighted with continual Dreads 
of God's Hatred, without refleding upon any no- 
torious Guilt of their own as the Caufe of it, nor 
affigning any other reafon, than becaufe it pleifrth 

him 
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fiim to make many the Objefts of his Difpleafure^ 
and the everlafting Monuments of his Almighty 
Fury? From which dreadful Jealoufy it*s no won- 
der if blafphcmous Thoughts haunt them like Ap- 
paritions, and poflfcfs them like evil Spirits, which 
no Charm or Exorcifm can cad out. How could all 
thii happen, and the World be overfpread with Su- 
per (litionsfo near a kin^ and that without learning 
them (in mofk of the Examples) one Nation from 
another,^ if after ^ the jieceffary acknowledgment of 
God's Power, which the Frame of the World 
teaches, the greated part of Men were not inclined : 
tofofpe^):, that Rigour, and almoft implacable Se- 
veritf, is. the prevailing Inclination of his Nature^ 
a* Sofptcion that will eaUly>lead men to Flattery and ^ 
Hypocrify, but iKvcr to the (incere Lave of. God j , 
the Caufes which prodace thatGrace^ caft out this > 
fervik Fear, and inftruft.us in^the Wor(hip,and 
pbedfencc of God firom ja better Principle of the r 
9piritx)f Love dmdl'ower^ and a found Mind. 

Thus .having .grovedC that this. Cbmmandmenr, . 
and this alone, gWes (ucb a . clear and certain acr 
connt of the Ditihe Nature and, Attributes^' as may/ 
moft eflTeftnally perfuade us to the Love of God^ 
I come now to the fecond Concludon, vhc. That 
by thfe. Ufe^nd 'Immortality which the Gofpeli 
broQgfat to ligh^ and propofed to Mankind as their 
chief Good and laft End, the gr^ac ObftruiStionsof 1 
^barity among Men are removed.- 

Twould be too long a Dtgr^lfion toexamiti tl^ - 
difference betwixt the wobability that the Soul wa» *: 
tmmortai^' contended ror by. fome. Philbfopbers, j^of r 
ajosorr certain Relief df aoother ^1^ found amora : 

the v.- 
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the Jews^ and chc fo dear and plain Declaration of 
it in the Gofpel, that it feems almolV its only defign 
to aflUre the World of a Refurreftion froin the 
Dead, and a Life to come. Thus Sr Pml preach- 
ed- at Jthetrs Jcfia and the Eteflirreftion, when i^hcy 
accufed him foT fetting forth ftfange Gods, and 
St. Matthiai was chofcn to be with the reft of 
the Apoftlcs, a Witnefs' of our Saviour's Refur- 
reaion, the Pledg and Secnrii y of ours ; and St. 
Pml fummsup' that Faith by, which wediiift lie fa^ 
ved, ittlhotefewAttSdeS, kO^ that Chriji died fir 
$iir'Sif^ty ftffd : aaj harhdy and refe'tigtjn the third 
/Xy, accorelitig to the Scripturet : So that notwith- 
(tahdi'ng any Conjefture or'Belief iti the Wdrld be- 
fore, yet in regard of th^ clear Manifcftation, and 
nniv(!rfal Piibfication, and mo'fe'evideiit Proof, <be 
Stripture fiitb .whb good ' realon, that Life mi 
Ittmartdlity teas htBHght to ligttl hy the Gofpfl_ i The 
Influence of which upon the Grace of Chijtity is 
too phiin to """■'■"■■"" "'"•J" ' ' 

Thediffi 
actenmn d 
gotid,' is-ei 
Satirfaaioii 
filch Good 
chtjfrt to J 
hiih th((fi 
greater pari 
r»»*«f, not 
fidefjhg thi 
Here is all 
it's iio Woi 
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that expeds not another Life, will make the beftbf 
this, he will eat and drink, becaufe to morrow he 
muft die, and die for ever 5 he will endeavour ro 
take his fill of all the Content that Wealth, Ho- 
nour and Pleafure can promife, but not give : For 
this is his Portion, and his Lot is this; and in pur- 
(uance of that miftaken Felicity which the World 
flatters him with, he will envy his Neighbour, and 
hate his Enemy, and profecute his Revenge, and 
fulfil his Lud ; he will opprefs the Poor, and vex 
the Righteous, and make his Power and ^rength 
to be the Law of Juftice. Hfecan never rife higher 
than the meer Counterfeit of Goddhefs, becaufe the 
Pf a£^ice would hinder him from making thofe large 
Provifions for the Flefli, which he accounts the on- 
ly Art and Method of true'Happinefs. , What can 
move' him to be liberal, but the hope of a good 
Bargain, that his Kind nefs may be. returned with 
Ufury > What can perfuade hiQ):to<:bhceal his too 
deep fenfe of thofe [njaries Which he cannot for- 
give, but that he; is tod we*k to tevengt them > 
What can confkrain him to be ^ufV, but the Fear of 
Laws, which if they may be avoided by Fraud or 
Power, there is no Bond can hold! 'htm, who thinks 
himfelf born at all Adventures, his Soul to be no« 
thing but the Breath of his Noftrils, or the Beating 
of his Heart. The ckfigning of the good things 
of this Life as our laft End, is the Wifdom that is 
earthly, fenfual, devili(b) full of confufion, and 
every evil Work'5 this fills the World with the 
Fruits of the Fleflh, Hatred, Variance, Emulation, 
Wrath, Strife, Sedition, ERvyiog, Murder, Di*anken; 
«efs, RcveUing. ' : . - c:j 

C X. The 
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%. The Aathor of the Book of Wifdom gives a 
clear account of the whole matter, both of the Ef* 
hGts and the Caufe, defcribing in feveral Chapters 
the Nature and Behaviour of thofe Idolaters^ who 
having no Senfeofthe True God, nor Belief of the 
World to come, their Confcience was unable to 
oblige them either to Religion or Juftice. For in as 
much ^9 their Truft is in Idols, which have no 
Ufe, tho* they fwear falfly, they look not to be 
hurt, neither difcerning the Wages of Unrighte^ 
oufnefs* nor the Reward of bliamelcfs Souls, they 
err in their Knowledge of Cod, and live in a great 
War of Ignorance^ fo that there reigns, in the 
World Blood, Manfliugbter, Theft, Dimmulation^ 
Corruption, Unfaithfulnefs , Tumults, Perjury, 
difquieting of good Men, iForgetfttlneft. of good 
tarns. Adultery, Shaoielefqe^, Uncleannefs : They 
are either mad when they are metrji, or Prophecy 
lies, or live uojuf^ly,; or lightly forfwear tbemfelves. 
They count ouf Life here a Paftime, a Market for 
Gain 5 they fay w^n^uft .be i getting every way, 
tho by evil, mes^^s^ of ^all. which this is the only , 
reafon, that their ,Hpp$ is mone* vtleithan Ear^. 
T^ey inpV ^q?t^^^ infpired into . 

thepi ap af^ive.Sout, :mAr brekthed in a living 
Spirit. . )/,:,;'.:'.':. 

Thust while ])4en&&|9pp$:Ai^e in this^ Life only^ 
the Law qf Clarity can! nejvfr fied Obedience. So 
reafonable jand juft is t;h4t\Rifayer of Dkvid^ DelU 
hver^my Soul^ OLord^ fri^fn tht mck^ Men of ihU . 
World., who have tkit Pmiim in this Life. 

^ Bu^ ^hen the PF9pQ64:Qf /a better JEnd hath fuN 
ni(h'd us with another Reafop for all bur Adions, 

L/ wb^jn . 



I ' 



■> r 



of Chriftianity^ on I Tim. !• 5 II 



when it hath called us to the purfuit of true 
and evcrlafting Happinefs, withdrawn our Af- 
fedions from a fond Dotage upon fpecious gaudy 
Trifles ; when it hath taught us the Vanity of the 
World better thah Experience cotild teach Solomon 
himfelf V when it hath dried up the Root of thofe 
Evils which afflid the Life of Man, and fill up the 
whole extent and compafs of it with Miferies and 
Sorrows; then Charity will be an eafy Precept, a 
Light will* f||)ring forth to lead us in the ways pf 
Righteouftiefs ahd Peace, and the Paffions of the 
Soul (fo full of Darkfiefs and Cortfufion . befo^ 
will fall of fhemfelves into due order, and the Love 
of God, who hath ordained us to fo excdient an 
end, willdiffufe it felf int6 .aH our ACfiofis, anA 
<lefcend from him id a i^egulair and |aft Subordina- 
tion upon his Creatures. For the defining the 
Happinefs of another Life, as our laftEnd, is the 
Wifdom that \% from above,, which is fir ft pure, 
tbenpeace^le, gentle, atjd eafjr to be intreated, full 
of Mtf rcy and good Fruits, without Partiality and 
without Hypocrify. Th? pQrTuit of this Eird will 
cool the immoderateTervour of D^re, it will abate 
theTMrCk of Covetoufnefs, affwage the Swelling of 
. Wde, fweeten the Sharpnefs of Envy, quench. the 
Fire of Contention, and leflcti the Efteetn of the 
World, with all its Pomps and Vanities. If this 
were the general fcppe and aim of Hiatikind, their 
Interefts would no longer cla(h and interfere, they 
would be reduced to the original Innocence and 
Simplicity of Nature 3 there would be no confound- 
ing Care to vex the Mind, no murmuring or repin- 
ing in the Family, no Cries or Complainings in the 
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Streets^ inftead of OppipeilioDaQ J Cruelty, of 
Pride and Envy, of Hatred and Elevenge^ we Qiould 
fee nothing but Jufticet Mercy,, Humility and De« o 

votion. For by. the hopes of that future Life which 
the Gofpel proppfes as our chief Good and lad End, 
the great Obftru£kions of Charity among Men. would . 
be quite removed : Andfo, I pafs. on to the third . 
and lad Conclofion.. 

9. That by all the Precepts and . Inftitucions id 
.the Gpfpel^ we are either aiufted intbe-Aequidtion 
of this Gcace.of. CbarUjr, or dire&«d. ca tbofe A^ 
ons< which are. the molt genuine .anduncere ExpreC^ 
fionsof it.. To confine: my Difcourie of thb matr 
cer within arie w .InC^ancea : ^ Nothing could be more 
available, to the acquifidon and improvement of this 
excellent Grace, than the Precept of Rppentance, 
and the Infticutlon.of the Holy Eucharift, from the 
former, of which, it ..derives its iirfl: Conception, 
aod' Principles of « Life, .and from the latter a great 
deal of Noiirifliment and Growth. Repentance is - 
che acknowledgment of God's Authority, and the 
Equity of his Mwsy and the Submifllon of our 
felves to him anew with Sorrow and Shame,: and 
Refolutiops and Vows of better Obedience. The 
fvJlMotive to it is the Fear of Punilhment and 
Hopp of Pardon, and the Soul and Spirit of it is . 
the Senfe of our own Unworthinefs, and that ex* 
cellent Ggodnefs againft which we have offended, 
wherein every Argument by which our Folly in de- 
pfirting firomGod is aggravated, doth with a mighty 
force per fuade and. oblige us to love him^ it pur- 
girtl) our Minds Irpm ^ofe. evil AfTedions^ which ^ 
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of Chrifiianity, oh i Tim. I. $. 13 



fet us at variance and contention with our Neigh- 
boor, and will give us no aiTurance of being recon- 
ciled to God till we have fatisfied our injured Bro* 
ther, and repaired as far as we can the Breaches that 
we have made in his Fortunes by Injudice, or in his 
Repotation by Calumny and Decradion. And then 
it obligeth us to love him, as the only true Demon* 
ftration of our Love to God, and to kill the Root 
of Hatred, that no Fruit inay ever grow thereon^ 
it admits OS not* to the hopeof Forgivenefs, but 
upon the indifpenfable; Condition of loving our 
Enemies, which^ how bird and grievous foever it 
may feem, yet no Commutation will be allowed for 
this Duty, tho* bur Vows be never fo large, and 
our Dirci|)ltnQ feverer thanan Hermit?, and our Alms 
as profulis as the iquftndring of 4 Frodigat^ and our 
Sorrows for Sin (nduld exceed the intolerable An» 
gui(h,^ Diftra^on and Defpair of ' thi fondeft Mo- 
ther for the lofs of her only Child. And when 
thus the Seed of Charity is fown^ih our Hearts by 
true Repentance, what Growth, Ripenefii and fn* 
creafe doth it receiVe from the holy Eucharift^ If 
^ere were nothing in this Inditotion, but the mo- 
ral ef(e<^ of the Preparation^ and Difpofitions of a 
worthy Receiver, yet even that EfFeft would be due - 
to the Inftitutibn it felf; for that which is the 
caufe of all thofe Difpofitions and Preparations, is . 
the Caufe of all that they produce. If we have any 
part in the Sacrifice of Chrift, we mad not abdain ^ 
from the Altar, the Reprefentation of it; and yet 
wemuft not prefumetofnatch any thing^from thence - 
wkh unhallowed Hands, norprophane theMyllery 
of our Union, with Chriff, by bringing* Hearts full 
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of Mdl'iee to the Sacrament of Love, nor dire to 
partake of this folemn remembrance of the Lord's 
Death till he come, without fome degree of that 
Devotion !i/vhich .the ferious thoughts of that Truth 
will raife ^ and fu<}h hatred of all Shi, as that which 
crucify 'd the Lord of Life, deferves^ and fucb Love 
to all Men, as the great Example of dying for as 
while we were yet Enemies, may juftly provokef us 
to« But :befide all this, we are to expe^ an Addi* 
tton . of Strength to every Venue 5 but • Charity 
more efpecially,' the Mother of them all, by an 
immediate InfitioDce of the Power and SfMrit of 
God defcending upon the worthy Receiver, by 
wrhicfi this Holy My ftery becomes one of the wideft 
and deepeft Cfaadnels .of the EXvine Grace, in 
ifphichthpSfrean*' flow that daify refrefh the City 
of God; c ' 

And here I may conclude the firft Confideration 
' of the nature of this Cbmmandment, and how apt it 
fs tp beget the Habk andOrace of Charity : For bow 
the feft df th4 precepts dSreft vis to thofe Adlona 
:Mrhichftrc the moft genuine and (iocere Exprdfionis 
^of it, will farther appear by the fecond Confide- 
f attos. 

'tlli (jfjthjc Nature of , -Charity, howr ft and wor- 
- thy itis to be the end of this€oiDtnandinent. 

Tho* there be a Conne£lion of all Vertue, and 

dependance one upon another by a nearer and re- 

• mpter confequence, ytt in many of them it is not 

cjfirytobe difcerned. Some^rfr of a more general 

; Nature/ and Operation, and others confin'd to ^ 

•narrower 
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narrower compafs; but the Influence of Charity 
upon them ail is as vifible as the dependance of an 
EfTeft upon its immediate Caufe. The Paffion of 
Love is the Fountain of all the reft, from whence 
Deilre arnd Loathing, Pleafure and Pain, Joy and 
Grief, Hope and Oelpairi Anger and Fear, (Courage 
and Faimnefs'of ' Reart; derive their Betng and Dtf^ 
grees^ and various. Applications. The Grace of 
Charity is nothing elfe but the Paffion of Love dif- 
ppfed and ordered- aright, and that with fuch con* 
ftaqoy 4a<} fteddinefs, as< proceeds both from infii- 
fed and aoquired Habit«. iNow the Government of 
thoTe Pa(aon»^ th« feAraiping of th^m^ v^idiin due 
bounds, and the determination of them to right 
Obje^s^ being the main Bufinefs of Vertue, Charity 
by a necei&iy confequence will be found as w^ll fbt 
Pareiit of 'all the Vermes, k^LocVeSs^of alltheP^^ 
iioos/ Frota hence Prudence ahd Tempenafnde, 
Juftice and Fortitude, with all their Train and K^ 
tinue, derive themfelves : It is the' Bond' of Per- 
fe£Hpn^, and the.folfilKng of the whole Law, and 
tlie#tfoi!efitaiid worthyiobetheEnd ofit, Wbkh : 
may be^ m^e clear and evident by a: brief £xpli€^- 
ciqn of' ^(e! three Fropofittons/^ -' 

•If.' ' . ' r •• . ' ' 

I. TtMt from the Habie ami Grace of Chariiiy v 
A)Wlthe moft eafy -Md' acceptable PerfoKOiifl^tb * 
GodnndMati;. • - '•■'■ y^u:.\'\::^ . ! 

a; That without it chene!*s ^tio (eciirity '^r Ukell- 
hood df Perfeverancev • ' /'.«:' 

9. That thisOrace i»not only a Condi^ftOf Sial- ! 
yation, as^aU others are, l!mt It is -the- iitttaediaie <.' 
:p|epat^ffirid!>Dif(>o(ili6n>of' jlie^iiP f«>r'Che 
eH^ppititfs of Heaven. i.From . 
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1. From the Habit and Grace of Charity flows the 
moft: ea(y and acceptable performance of ail our 
Duties to God $ndMan. 1 will not pi'efuine to de* 
termine.that hard Queftion, Whether Contfition, 
AS it iscx)mfAoQly diflinguilhed from Attrition^ be a 
necelTary part of that Repentance which will be 
accepted of God > It's very poffible for a Maa 
who yecloV^ the World too well, and accounts 
Religion a hard Service, and would be glad of per- 
million to lead a fenfual Life with^^curity, to be 
inpved by the foaartnefs of a prefent Calamity, or 
the Fe^r of fpture Tekoporal Judgcnonts, to very 
forrpwfiitl Reflations ttpon bis paft Sins, and 
lerious Refolutions to amend his Life : Much 
cnrore may the Terrors of Confcience and the Fear 
of Pamnation, affright him for a time from. the 
.Cofmniffionsof Ski, 4ind the fulfilling of his Lufts. 
Xhisiis 9ckootw«ledged:^betbe.urual beginning of 
.Repentance, ;and if Fear were not a Motive of ex- 
cellent ufc for the Converfion of wicked Men, k 
fwould not hav« been one of the priucipal Topicks 
rof $1. PM/'^'RheK>rick,( ashimCelf fadurte us chatic 
.WW: Kftfmfkg^thtrtfiftt^he Terras ofjbt hord^ /tft 
perfuade Men. Butnot withftaodtng the Qpeftion if 
very difficult, and the Difficulty arifes from the na- 
vtore of aU (uch Changes where the Extream^ an? fo 
Kilppofite^ and all the me^n way. partakes tacm-^ 
lefs, every part differently, of both the Qp[k)fice 
J£xtreaii)5. Who cap a(Ii^ (hie dividing MoRsent 
betwixt the Day and the Nighty or draw a Litie ob 
x\» Surface of a River, that (hall exactly part the 
i4rc(h and the brackilh Waters / Who can tell the 
inftfttstof Cooceptioni or :when the:Livfflg Soyi is 
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iiifpired, or when the yet knperfeft Child becomes 
indued withSenfe, and what is the firft Aft of Rea- 
son and Underflanding. In all things of this na^ 
ture the difference is bed difcerned at a diftance, 
and fo it is in Repcntaoci/ M^hatcv^r the firft Mo- 
tive be, if we put no OWkuftiorts in his way, the 
Divine St>'rit will infufe into our Souls the Grace of 
€harity, and (hed the Love of God abroad in our 
Hearts, and we (hall more eafily difcern the Pro- 
gre(s we have made in 1R.epentance then, the precife 
time when it began, and may receive abundant Satif* 
faftion to our felves« without beine fo skilful as to 
tell e^taftly the higheft degree that falls (bort, or the - 
lowed that finds acceptance : And yet it is very fe- 
vereto account the attrite Sinner ^s remaining yet 
IB a State of Reprobation; efpeciall V fince the ^rip* 
tose nevex draws the evidence of otir acceptance 
with God from the Principle or Motive to. Repen- 
tance, but f lonk the Effefts and Fnnts of it, from 
confeffing and foriaking of ottrSips, from ceafing 
to do evil and leamit^ to do well' \ .Wfa1<ih may be 
the Fruits <^ a Repentance procel^dii^ - from Fear 
only : And he in whooi'the^ be]^nftitng is fonfid,^ 
may die before he arrives at 9 higher Princtplepf the 
Love of God I or the Love of Righteoufnefs ^ but 
he that in the courfe of his Obedience fo God hath 
never any better Gaufe or Motive to ^re and Dilt^ 
gence than the Fear 6f Puniftmienr, will offer him- 
felf onto God a lame and imperfeft Sacrifice* ^ he 
will not fervehim with the Doty of a Son, but the 
unwilling Submiffion of a Slave ^ and his yet un« 
mortified Lofts and Paflions will bribe his tinder^ 
ftanding, if they call, tc^ allow of the Exchange 6f 
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lletigk>n for Hypocrify • However bewiU be alway»> 
liable to fnch vun Scniples and {Mrverfe Miftakes,, 
as a dosed aad over*awed fijUnd isfubjedto, wbeo^ 
the continaal rifing^of^ the Ntifts of fears incon^rfr. 
theLi^tof the Sool with a> Cloud, and deprive itr 
of the Sqccoots of BUafon;. 

But if the Heavenly Giir of Charity- drive a way 
that evil Spirit of Bondage^ his Thoughts will be- 
iolarged, and his linderftindiDg inli^ten'd, as by 
the lofQication of Godv and that orazy difeafed 
Temper of Soul will fuddtenly be converted to the* 
Strength and. Vigour of. Health with faeb fucoefrN 
and rpeed,. as- attended our. Sdviour's Almighty- 
Word, when hfrcanfed thelNindto fee, dieDeaf^^ 
to bear, and the Pe«i to be caifed up to Life. 

The Lqv^ of 6q4 will csufehim to yield adieel^ 

£a\. Obt^en^:^,. and to account the Service of Glials 

Maimer a pf;ir^;QBtQdooi' 9I it MU inijfR»eihis9^ayeM> 

with a tDigbty l^fvmait and direft hiin to fucb Pte-' 

tittonsa^ are j^ (p^b(»iiiade to the^ beft and moftt 

p^fetQ: BdKg>5 i<l willteaiie bin approach to'dod'': 

with boldffefs.(}ii4jOOB(ideoce, aipdyet not without^ 

reverence and: ft igpdlyfeae: Ii;wsll teach hitti the*- 

Art of r«CQ|iC}Ua^ Iftiporianity: and- l^e)y Hopt^ 

mlh hqqable Sq^iCQoo and Ekfi^oation^to God ^^ 

for it «[ill pot^ hHOi with a. full a&ranotf of that. 

Wtidoiq, whtcb lc90t¥S: batter .than, he^ what iatKt; 

fadionis ^tfobergiiiicAJto ius:De(ire8, aodof that 

Bounty whi^d^ D^iUdftty nothmg that is needful' and-. 

convenient ). and when ortier- Men ase fall of care 

aB4 perpiejiity,. andxlonbtful of all £vents, if will ; 

ftqn^ b'lmnsilnft the fear of evilTydings, fi« bis . 

V^tU^ l^.tmli. In .tbe.L0Kl £. Aaad the' -he cannot. 

always^. 
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•atwayi T<!folve die Riddles <]ff Providetice, tbe Ub- 
■equal DiftiiUitton bf Good and Ettl in tbis Life j 
7ec tbat Belief concemtng God which is the Caufe 
-^f his Love to him, wUl give littil a full afloraace, 
chat for all the Oahinditiesof good Men there is a 
t^aft reafon, and will be ah ex^edins Reoorapetice, 
stfbd he need ioqulre^o farther; forthtCounfel aibd 
Wirdom of 'Oodxinnot ti tracM bdt ty a Wiiaom 
ts greattts his : tnd Aierefore the Love of ^od wifi 
^teach hitt to ikliBirs the tmfdMlH^e kicftfes of hH 
^ifdota, <4o^«pelld «ECttiie)y' ''6ii bis ^rci and 

IHith, «Ml «» tediMt itittiMF iliily v^ift Hitife 
^tisl^aion Mid tMHiEligQe^ Jdjr, that tl) fib hmh 
^are in' the hands of Almighty WSrd6di'i|nd^ood- 
^oefs, ibd that^hatetei" Mett><^d|i^; thH^Js' np 
'Cbiitif^ CM faippeii wkfaoUtiy^KrmiffiDn abd 
<Op^r^oo€if God.' ' '' - . ; ' 

Bot ittt Pnifes«f God, Wfaidh 1I ifll thiit oar P6- 
"Vtfty om Ktom'fbi' his Innamenible Merciies, feem 
«I0 b6 the tnOft gemtitie and proper l^eO; of this 
t}rMse of Parity, «» tbt^b^ix Dsvid teadhes iq': 
€vMhoe4be Ltrd ahdf, md Jkh Pr^fi /bail tvir 
'bt Aa iKfUanik* ^4ka» anti hewdx Hymns ma^ 
help ton^ and esprefii dnr Thankfiilnefs to otir 
lyfaker and daily Benoaftor \ bat nothing can ani- 
laate onr Thankfgivings with that Life- which the 
%iOve of God will breame inio tfaem : tt^ill xatyk 
it oor chitifeft Delight to ^Ink ot ilis infinite Per- 
>fediotts, tobe confoonded widi Wonder and 'A(>d- 
ntfliment, and tobe always gazing at the Brightnefs 
-of his Glory : It wiH ravifli us ipto freqiient Exti • 
)&s' and Rafitttres, and caufe as ^ be lotnetidies'bp- 
»reO; to finnt and languifli dmfer fuch a nrighty 
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Senfe, as all the Arjt and Power of Sp^e<^ C4n ae> 

ver cxprefs.- This Heaveirty Gif£ will fill our Minds 

with Divine Confolations, and good Hop« through 

Grace, and the ^t^t of God that pafletfa all Uo>- 

derftanding, whicJx all the unwilling' MpTes- of our 

Frailty flialli nevee abate : . Fpr .a& long; asr we are not 

'^onifciousto ojjrfclves of M»lice-, which is the- 

** contradidton olF Charity, nor of. Aich t^ligence 

as nwyjlpfltty cony i& out Pretences tO; Love God, of 

Ti^n afd ^ypocfify 4 we ftwy- fee dear ly.lhrc ugh 

't|i«»t P?rfcft ^Qv^ ^ifeS. caAttl* 01;^ Fear^'tht For- 

rgivqi^; of .all; ^fi},Jq^rg|i(;itf,(|ind; Ha|)erf?^ioiW, 

. which .ire ;fiece%ytq ^urNaCiue; and confident. 

with-puRSioccrity;' • :. • 

,jThutfl9th;rO!V.R<w:<!*<>rQo4 Awooftrate itfelf 

^ .}fk,A\\ the hJSak>o{ Fifty, B^vqienc^^ ^qd Devotion,. 

/'' \ of Hope, Confidence, and Thankf|S^v^ng:)> andoQr 

I / . whok.[tetytolk{I^;i$<.bui4(hefe«^ra)Fr«^:ilpoii 

^v4 a. Tree *, for the Gf^fts vit, drirers, hut th? Stock %vA 

.^' \ Hoot is the.^aaw.. • AU the Vertujes belo^ipgta. 

/ / Human Society - ai^ hot the ivanoiis Exp/e^fioQ^i of 

V : 'Charky to oi^r, Neighbour, according co .thejctl^ 

/ tioQ in which he Itaqds : For (Charity (O. ^w ia^ 

/ :> ttors, is Refpeft ^ and to our Goyercorv^ Obedi* 

^ /' ence ^ to otir Acquaintance,. Kind neft^ to our 

/ Friends j Fidelity \ to our Benefa^ors,; QrMitUfle $ , 

/' to our Inferiors,- Condrfcenfion ^ cq Strangecs, 

Hof[Htality ; to the- AfSi^fd,. Coin(p^0n ;!. to the.- 
Poor, Liberality ■$: t^nd to our Enemies-, For^v«- 
ae&. % our readinefs in fuch Eiercifes- of Ver-. 
ttie, the Growth and .Streqgjdi oft oar Qiarity 19. 
j^rccived, and th« beating of. the Nk»t;is felt *m. 
c^very ^utte. And[;)^hQ* we: m^y, l^k uppu^our. 
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fel«e« a» obliged by Oiftora, CiriKty, or Intereft, 
tofomeof thef&VertQesj yet withoat €harity, as 
the Life and So»{'of them, ttiey are boc the dead 
Image aiidt'arrffidal Cod Bterfeit of Veitoe, Trees 
laden with- Waited- Froife,- ^bkh- may 'deceive' the- 
Eye^ tnttitbcf Tsftft'.witl {bofrdifbdver it Where 
ihi$:, Grace ia not the Motive and Gnide of q^ 
A^bns^ all oar Pretences to Goodnefi will betray.- 
themfclve^ not to-be the gennine Offspring of* Sin- 
eerlty, but t!h« biift Hb«^of Craf^ Jind De%^V ^ 
^ridel, -Go\ietabfoe&v AM6il!t(>D,' drVaingldry; atid 
onltig^Hittj- the tiiAtk' df> thbir Pirrefitiigev wilV be 
upon then-: Oor HofpUaUty' will be with grudg- 
ing, andoor Oilte wfthoae^iteplidty $• our Gourr 
4ie^ with' I^iffisralftiion, anid dur Nfefcy without 
Cheerfotinlf^^l The biffMiiws 6auiak« Httie <^ ri6 > 
jto|f)fa«Ace<tf aibutKiaiii^or Mtfchlef 6y ftihicftivf^. 
are di(^kte'dand injlired e^ery day : :S6riiilefi andi 
IU*nat!ir«i Inpudence and Immodefty, Difrefbeft- 
•0 a^ Parent^ <md Unfaithiiilfieft to a Benefactor, . 
ityki^ and : ttittt i<BaaAintf / <Snvy' and ' Dttfaa^do^ , 
ilHlNMffejndithe^cmfityiCtrcAim^fi^M] of Sioidli^ 
dty^H idd wh«t«^l<i»^ have Moft'^wer, they - 
can bin pi^nUh the ftnner; when they could not pr»' 
vent the'Siiii- Btit> If Religion might- prevail to> 
impofe-up^i^us this Law of < Charicy, the^ Penalties > 
ordain^di foi( the Unrtily'imd'DifblsedreHt iwdiild be 

of iinaltiuft, ind' every- MiVr wMi-^^ed Con^ 
fcienoe- would be^hls LaiWf the(kneNiii6n"oi^ ttie- 
. World woQld be heaUbful, and there -ivoukl be no « 
Poy fon . of Dea^'> in them ; th^e Lion • would lie 
:do«n>wiihuth« Limb, vnd^ the Wdlf < waxW' eat 
Straw- wirti the*' Ox; and the GwflltwCKikl -'b« bfeft 
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widi abttddaoce of Pe^, Jiiftice w<M|ld iniKkMim 
like Watery aa^ jk.4ghteoufoeri like a flaighty Stroaia 
SQcertaialy.woukl the Grace of 'Oatitjr ifteiire 
the. perfop^Mfici^, ,of 4M Putics bQl^ to 'God Mid 
%n, w^cji is i^i^feft Ar^flHPt^f iis Worthtiteft 
4o4:^tneff fo^itberllHAn 3<^)p« ffl4 Qe60Biof>tfae 

3. Witboat diis flabk ^. ^Qftce ^ Cbaritf, 
^er« 4s pq ^^xmf^r^ot to dnchi ai « -likeHbood of 

ijinip jnaf >|>^w|iir^ M-tftm qKOtioabd M»e» thit 

^Fear of Hell migbt be apMvt^Hig'Moiive^o-ile- 

.peotsHKx, atid I9igf)t praducea imfeatHefolalioo 

«o obey chie.CovniiaftiMDeptt of '4#oi v ^n^ <*bat it 

is i^H'IMc- 19 copdeiaQ «vai ^x^ Rj^wnmee, as 

4ji|^^ «iic«fNiii!lie of eo^% AfKXipm^ tt JM If 

wq §j))r i^t^^-mad defigo to^xreintMir AdioiM 

by DO l)etter t. Priqciple than tlie'Pcacof Pmifl^ 

t«M9it, the TeiwtittoQi to Aftofltqr wiM brfiK ni 

JK)9|«[|« 9fid ^tlWQlf fP ^va7< BIOaiflBt : ^e rflttll 

1^ diftr^ed IwttireQB OeHgtM^odfienr, hemttti 

'Ple^fwf iod ^SlMiiie, bctweeo filtiiire «id ^ords, 

faetweeo God rad Mainmoo s tod *tfa gimt odds 

bat ^oor Delight in Sin will wtvmk at laft ft- 

^f nft the Fear ^ pQiiiQmieiit^ for die indimtioai 

of'-oiiriKatime are always . awi^e and adi«e; >bat 

iJie'W/atcb<^i|e(»andHlOteiitio» of thelMiiid 'oiay be 

tined, aiid:weflMtl more eaGlyforget or ooiffvteotnr 

Fears, that are at a great diftance, thto deny die 

Sa^faAionof 'ourEMiies that arejsrefeat* and at* 

•tempt OOP befttettlcdRefolutionl with a contknil 

4iad pveffii^ 4q)|^ftioHy ^ apd tbcKfttee sigaa& 

•fiidh 
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fueh apowerfal and watcblul Enemy, wejcan never 
be (ecore by a oMcr Defence againft his A^aulb, w^ 
flum^wsay» be in danger till he be killed and de< 
Afojed, till the Old Man be mortified widi his de- 
oeitKii Lofts, and we endaed not ^th new Refo> 
lations only, but with new Inclinations'; ' with' la 
new Nature and anoAer Spirit, whitb is nodiiing 
olfe bot the Once and Habit of Charity. And ac> 
cordingly C^xv/^f . acconnts that as the reafon of his 
cooftaat and imire Obedience : / htvt tfft tiy^ Coat' 
mmdmef^, md twed fbem exeeedhtgU .* OBowUfvt 
I tfyh^m t: U iim]fMi»Mim aS^h&'Dtiy. Tfte 
Examples are hot loo mtiny of Mens Apoftacy, iand ; 
taming to- Folly lircMa the- mcft- (blemn Vows of, 
Obedience to^OM, of their Bieginntngs in the Spl* 
fit, andEtidingm^keneihvbatffichSifeiiforrKe 
moft part never had any trtK R.^fifli er'^avour df> 
Religioii, tliey^ weref ttther ortavWbd - bf a fetere. 
Sducationi or afiirighted' in^a Sickaefi at the appie* 
benfioil of approtching Death, er ^unazed and con- 
fenoded at ftine gfeatand ftiddefv MtvttBHf 5' and 
y/ttau Mtsfiippd^ti^ietc dtaifedi and the^T^fte'6f > 
t>lefefflit loft>%> ft^biftafe or <?ritP, ' Aey Vereki lei- 
(bre CD be-dtfvtfiit, 'and ^haps fouiAi^H' Aeht^ 
Entertainment of themftlves, tilli Heaftb or the FOf^ ■ 
gBtfohiefii of Sorrow (hoaldfef|ere their old'Incli^ 
n*tion»atid Appetites agmn*,, jukl'tbeh^ifi^y were,to6« 
^ccOeto HGOt*^ -and- the Strength^ of air Aeir' Vows ^ . 
tt> a prefenf ViMn^tfod' wa^bntMe Towe'before 
the Fire \, the only Checlt was fotiie Fear of the 
tKvine Vengeance : But a Mind willing and prepa- 
red to Ski can 4aiekly rid it ftlf of fuch FearSj; aqd 
the Derib will teach tfaem^ to conftite tfaem%'Init- 

delityy 
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delity or propbanc Security ; or if iheSenfeofanor 
ther Life^ ard cbc Judgment *o conie, be fo deeply 
imprinted, tbatic<:annot be foon forgotten, he will 
furniib them wrh Arts of deluding themfelves into 
the S^tisfa^ioivpf tbeir LuUs^ by the fpecious Pre- 
tepcei. of Sopcrftitipn or <Hypocrify, .H«refy pr 
Schifm. It is aq eaiy rbing for hiot tfoat would f 'i4 
himJTelf of the Ypke and Bondage of ^he Law of 
God, to find out Cavils and Objedioos againd it^ 
and to gravel bimfelf with every little difficulty ^ 
an4 he may confirm bimfelf by . ihe.Examples of 
abmdanceof Jia&ptk>iisaiulAtbeift^ Me/ig whotii 
he will therefore believe- to be Mf n' of great Wit 
and Sagacity, th^ wifeft and ojofk difcerning part of 
Mankind, becaufe hq loves tbeir Opinions, and 
would gladly h^ve a gopd Authprity tO juftify hm 
in the embracing 49f we^i^/ 

Aod when 4 Man is thus partial ag^ioft Rel^ioOi 
and defirpus to have it confuted^ every little Ex- 
ception, f very farcaftical apd (harp Refle£lioii opon 
it, every Simtlitude^ by .w:liich a Delu&in may: |;>e 
repre(ent(d| wUl be allowed for a ftr0og*4od i^naor 
fwerabic Argj^fncot \ ^vejy, Hebr^Ois m^i^X 
Phrafe, eyery Propontioa of Divine Truth which 
exceeds his Comprehenfion^ every Declaration of 
the Divine Coonlel which he dUcerns not the r^on 
pf, will be a clear dei9onftratioo that all is JForgery 
and a meer Scarecrow : That eternal Daioiiatioi> niay 
he a pretty Contrivance and ingenious Plot to keep 
the Multitude in awe and fubjedion, and fo may be 
the Inftrument of wife Men, but the Miftrefsand 
Governefs of Fools only : That th^ Fears of Relir 
gton are but pannick Terrora^ but Vizards and 

Mormoes 
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M^rtnoei for Gfaildreo fo-be affrighted with*,' and 
that the hopes of Rtligion are but Caftles in the 
Air, vain and deceitful Promifes of Happinefs, 
with the fatKy of which the miferable and difcon- 
temed rell^w thettrfelvcs agamft the real Incqnvfe- 
nle&cks 6f iWeir prefenc Condition. Thar there- 
tore it IS pferfeftMadhefs to forgoe the i^leafure of 
Senfuality, and real Interefts and Concernmetits of 
tSbM prefent Life for the hopes of a pleafing Dream, 
Of the Feats and Jealoufies of Ignorance and Su'per- 
•ftition. . ; ' 

Gthiirs', who arc tiot fo wife tb dt) wickedly, as 
to become Infidels fitft, that there may be nothing 
to nuke.thcm afraid 5 yet if they have no fincere 
Love for Ood^ and his Commandments become 
grievous to therh, they can find a my of retutnii^ 
to their bilpyed Sins wlriiont danger, by flattering 
themfeltes with the hopes of repenting to better 
purpofc in old Age, when their Ttmprations (hatt 
be fewer, and their Obedience to the Laws of God 
lefs painful: And neither Kclifoh nor txpetience 
will convince them of the Vanity and Follj^ of this 
.Pfeflimprton, tho' a ItttleConfideratido would af- 
fure ftiem, that Habits grow ftronger by continu- 
ance, that the fountain oF Corruption will never 
dry up of it felf, that the Appt^tltes and Affcaions 
of Men may change Jndwd tiftarally, but it will 
be from out finfdl SinsfaLth>h to another, leaving 
therti fVill under the fame neceffity^ and a hr great- 
er difficulty ojF fubduing their Lufts. - That the 
Cuftom of finning will darkim the Uhderftanding, 
debiuch the Cortfdenct, fta^denihe Heart. >a*nd fo 
take away the firftCaufes and* Capacities of returning 
no God. E And 
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Ar)d btdde aH tbiii. Experience would iflform > 
thert, thatProcrafii nation js a MaUdy fddomcur*d, 
that the pela^s of Repentance arc as. ufual in Old . 
Age as in Yputh^ and (whether fuch Men grow 
iejared.and infenGbJe by degrees,, or ^r^ firrprizedi by . 
Death whUt tbey are Aill putting the evil Day ht - 
from them) for the moft .part en4 in fip^l ^nipeni*.. 

tency... 
Bi^( if: thcFcar of fmnice Puntlhmentt hathtoa « 

faft an hold upon the Cpnfcic^nc? cq be th;Us (hakep . 

off, there are Wihs and Devices of the Devil to . 

cheat- Men into Wickednefs by Religion it felf j he. 

can drre£^ all their 2eal to matter of Pomp and : 

Shew, fqch as^ are apt to.procpre a great Fame and 

BLepu ration p( Gotdlii^rs, arid leavie them at large 

in thofe Matters where they may (in with mpft .Satif- 

faftion to themfelves, and lead open Scandal to the 

World. He ca.n inftrufk them to build the Sepul-^ 

.cbersof the dead Prophets, that with lefs fufpicioa ^ 

of themfelves they , may. perfecute thofe that arc a- 

live : He can teach them to make their Prayers long • 

with . Abfurdities and yaia Repetitions, . that they 

may nQ( be fcrnpulpus and. iqueamilh \n, devouring 

Wjdpws. tloufes : He can move them to an exadl 

care and, p^cifeiiefs in ty thing Mi^t and Cummin, 

that they maj; with more, fecurity ncgleft Julticc, 

Righteoufnefs* md Faith;, and ir any Attempt be 

made tq difcover thi» Partiality and Hypocrify, by 

(bevy iftg that the moral Duties, are of moft weight 

and confequence, that tho' the lower Duties are to 

be done, yet the greater muft not be left undone ^ 

he that would thus difcover the De4uiion and De» 

cejt of their fpecious Pretences to Religion, would 

' * fara . 
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fure-artiong them as ourSavJeur did among dk *^ha- 
rife«5 they would 'be full of Fury and Indigna- 
tiftn, and brand him as a loole and prophane Man, 
a Deftroyer of the Law, an Enemy to the Power of 
Godlineft, anda Friend to Publicans and Sinners. 

But if the Difguife of Hypocrify put more re- 
ftraint upon a Man (tho' but in little things, and 
trifles in comparifoti) thffl he is willing to endure, 
there is a way of Herefy which rs fmdcither and 
broader than that 5 it is but calling the Fear of Hell, ; 
Bftndage, a legal Spirit, that needlefs iind finfiil ' 
trouble of ^ Man uitfac?juaintecl with the Gofpel, 
and the'magnifyiiig and exalting Free Grace in the 
Jaftifjcation of every Ele<ft Sinner from all Eter- 
nity ; and what neednny ferther trbUWe to procure 
that acceptance which we had with God berore we 
werebfirri? How injurious are they to the Gift of 
God, who would put Conditions upon that which 
is paft, which is done and iorapleated, ahd that ir- 
revocably, without any care or deOre of ours? 
There remiains ^ofhing,' but that wt be pejffuaded 
to believe our owti Eleftion and Juftification, not 
as tieceffary to obtiin the Thing, but the Comfott 
(5f it oilly. And becaufe fuch a Bdief is unreafo- 
nable, atid without ground, Unlcfs all Men werefo 
elefted and juftified from Eternity, or he that be- 
lieves he is in particular, aflured of it by a Revela- 
tion froiti Heathen ; this Obje<fVioft, tho' irapoflible 
to be anfwer'd, may be flighted and contemned, as 
the Attempt of proud aind corrupt Nature to exalt it 
felf againft Grace, as the Impudence of cafhil Kea- 
fonin dVfputing againft God, as the Enmiry df the 
natural Man to the things that are fpitituaHy difcem'd. 

E t But 
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But nothing fo efFedually debauches thofe who 
are difpofed to be ferious and apprchenfive of ano- 
ther Life^ as the ordinary Impoftures of Schifm, 
whereby befides the complication of all the Mif- 
chiefs of Superftition and Hypociify, Men are in- 
clined to eftimatc all Goodnefe and Truth accord- 
iDg to the Hiirabur.of that Party to which they ad- 
dift themfelves ; to make the Confederacies and 
Gombinatioos-of a Fadion the Fellow (hip of good 
People; and the Communion of; Saints 5. to purfoe 
the matter in difference, tho*-n«ver .froall. in it felt 
with fo much eagernefs, as if it were the one thiag; 
neceffary to Salvation, and theonly Chara£teriftical 
Mark of the Children of God. From hence Go* 
vernraent comes to he diforder'd, . aiad the People 
fitted for Impreffions of every feditiouslncen^iiary, 
and the Obligations of natural AfFe^ion to be eaOIy 
difregarded, the Father fet againft the Son, and the 
Brother againft the Sifler j and Charity, which is 
the fulfilling of the Law, is efteemed Lukewarm- 
nefs and Indifferency to all Opinions. The Schif- 
njatical Spirit, will make you faft for Strife and De- 
bate, and to fmite with the Fift of Wickednefa, 
without any check, or controul of Confcience ^ \t 
will teach them to make Contumely and Difobe- 
dience a part of their Religion, to fet God and 
their Rule/s in oppofition one to another, that they < 
may fulfil the Lufts of Envy or Malice, Ambition 
or Revenge, and pleafe themfelves all the while with 
a conceit, that they are only zealous for God, and 
contending on his fide with fuch as rife up againft 
h;ai 5 it will embolden theiji to defpife the wifefl:^ 
and condemn the befl Men as ignorant qf. th^-My fie- 
ri es 
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rlcsofGod, and notwithQandingall their exaftnefs 
in Legal or Moral Righteoufnefs, are unacquainted 
with the true Life and Spirit of the Gofpel, by 
which (Irange Prefiro^ption of themfelves, and Pre- 
judice againft all but their own Pany, they become 
raoft milchievouf and incorrigible Apoftates. ' 

The Sum of the whole matter is this .-Where 
the Love of God and a Delight in his Command- 
ments is the Principle of Obedience, that Man's 
Failh is built upon a Rpck, able to endure tht A^- 
faults of . the fierceft Tcmpefts j but where a Man 
is over-awtd only into an unwilling Submiffion to 
God's Law, Yis a thoufand to one but in fome of 
the fbrernefition'd ways he will return to the Com- 
miffion of hts former Sins^ and become either an 
open Infidel, or a fuperftitious Hypocrite : For 
without the Habit and Grace of Charity, tho' we 
may be affrighted into a good Beginnhig, there's no 
Security, not fo much as likelihood of Perfeverance, 
which is the fecond Argument of its Worthinefs and 
Fitnefs to be the main Scope and Defign of the 
Gofpel. 

3. This Grace of Charity is not only a Condi- 
tion of Salvation (as all others are) but ir is the 
immediate Preparation and Difpofitiori. of the Soul 
for the Happinefs of Heaven. All tht Verluts of 
Jnftice and Prudence, Fortitudt fttfd Hiimility, Mor- 
tification of our inordinate Appetites and Defires, 
Faith, Hope^ Patience, and Refignailon to God, 
are bul the Trials of our Obedience and Sincerity, 
which GDd requires as theTeftimonies of our Love 
and Reverence, and as Venues fit and proper for" 

this 
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this State of linperfeQion and Infirmity, in which 
we muft approve our felves for the Kingdom of 
Heaven : But in a State of perfect Happinefs, the 
Reafon and life of all thefe will ceafe, only Charity 
(ball endure for ever, as that Habit of ^Soul in the 
Sincerity whcrei:rf ' true Holinefs, and in thePer- 
feiSioQ'bf which true, Happinefs doth confift. \f 
we lived in expedlation of a MahmeUn Paradice, 
and our He ward was 10 be in the exquificeSatff- 
faction of Senfe, 4:hen the Life of an £/»/^iyre would 
be the bed preparation for it ^ by the Ufe and SkUl 
of corporeal Pleafure in this Life, we (hould learn 
to enjoy it in the next with a more perfed reli(b s 
< and we need not be taugbt-the Love of God to pre- 
pare us for green Pa(lures,-^o wry Meadows, fump- 
tuous Banquets, arid all the Entertainments the moft 
effeminate Senfualift can fancy or deiire. But the 
' Scriptures give us fuch an* account of the Joys of 
^ Heaven, as have no affinity with ^e Pleafures and 
Luds of theFlefb, as bear no refemblance) but t 
direft con tradition to the Delights of Senfe. This 
^Body (hall become fpiritual and immortal, not liable 
to Sicknefs or Decay, and therefore not needing the 
^ daily reparation of Meat and Drink, or thofe other 
ProviGons which this weak Eftate requires : The 
juft Men raadeperfeft (hall be as the Angels of God^ 
and tho* we know bat little of their Life and Hap- 
pinefs, yet thus far the Spirit of God reprefents the 
Employment and chief Delight both of the Angels 
and Saints, toconfi(l in the Knowledge, Love and 
Praife of God, in giving Bleding, Honour and 
Glory to him chat fitteth on the Throne, and to 
the Lamb for ever more. 

The 
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The Beatifical Vifion of God is nor Beatifical as a 
meer ^'peculation or.Knowlcdge, tho' of the mod: 
p^»rfeft Being, but as a necelTary Caufe of a paffiof- 
nice and unfpeakable Lovc^ in which Affeftion Ji- 
refted to the moft worthy Objed, raifed to the high- 
eft degree, and maintained in that degree always 
without remifnefs or decay,, all that we can imagine - 
of perfeft Happinefs doth confift. 

The Love of God tbien is the very formal Caufe 
of the Happinefs of Heaven, and the t)eatifical Vi- 
(ion is a remoter Gauft, and the Foundation from 
whence that Love will eternally flow : By which . 
we fee haw necelTary it was for this Grace to be im- 
planted in the Hearts of Men^ fince without it, as > 
the immediate capacity of -Salvation, Heaven it felf r 
could not make them happy. 

And thus I have done with the (econd Confide^ 
ration of the nature of Charity, how fit and wor- - 
thy it is ta be the End of this Cc»Bmandment or 
Gofpel. I will conclude all in thecompehenfivc 
Words of the Author of the . Book ot Wifdo»^ 
where the greateft part of what I have been d if- 
coiirfing c? feems to be briefly comprifed, Cb.6. . 
The trtit Lkjfre of^ Wifdem is the Dejire of Difiiplwe, 
and the Care af DifcipHne is Love ; and Lobe is the 
keeping of her Lawsy and the giving heed unto her 
iJms is the affurance of Incormption^ and Incorrnpr 
tion mahgtb Hs near to God. 

Npw to God the Father, jSTc. 
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